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Santa Clara police shooting:
Witness hears mom say “please
save my son”

Raiders’ OB Derek Carr says free
agent inactivity is a good thing

49ers’ Lynch, Shanahan thrilled
with free agent signings

Highway 1 bridge closure cuts Big
Sur off from California

San Jose: Pedestrian hit by light-
rail train off Bascom

Emma Watson still has a Silicon
Valley bovfriend — like these other
glamorous stars

Photograph by George Sakkestad Van Meter Elementary School kindergarten students Sean Hayden, left, Marlowe Chen, and Maya
Duran talk to Saratoga artist Holly Van Hart after one of her painting lessons at the school. Van Hart is scheduled to teach painting at
Blossom Hill, Lexington and Daves Avenue elementary schools over the next few weeks.
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spend thousands to find lost dog
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Battered by winter storms, Big Sur is cut
off from California
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Saratoga artist Holly Van Hart usually paints about eight hours a day, but sometimes she
dons a different hat and works an an art docent. She’s been a docent many times at
Saratoga’s Redwood Middle School, but this year she’s working with the Art Docents of Los
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She taught 10 25-minute sessions at Van Meter Elementary on March 2.

“I'm not an art teacher,” Van Hart said. “1 just take basic design principles and bring it to
their level. We play color games, and I engage them by asking a lot of questions.”

Her first question to a group of kindergarten kids was, “What is art?”

“It’s a painting,” student Nathan Cho answered.

“Is painting hard?” another student asked.
And vet another asked, “Do you paint all day long?”

After answering the students’ questions, Van Hart was able to get down to teaching. She
projected a color wheel onto a screen and explained, “In the wheel you see primary colors:
red, blue and yellow. A complementary color is one that’s opposite on the wheel. So what’s
opposite from red?”

“Green,” a chorus of kids replied.
Van Hart’s paintings are inspired by nature and often depict forests or flowers.

“I like making things that show a lot of abundance,” Van Hart said. “I like pretty colors like
red and pink.”

Whereupon she picked up a large painting of red and pink roses set with a green
background.

Then, she put a painting of birch trees on the projector to show how realistic and abstract
images can be combined. “The trunks are painted realistically, and the rest is really just a
bunch a triangles. But we know in our minds the triangles are leaves,” Van Hart said.

The nonprofit art docents group was founded in 1973 and receives $30,000 annually from
the Los Gatos Education Foundation. The docents also receive funds from the elementary
schools that help pay for monthly programs during the school vyear.

“We go into the classrooms nine times a year,” president Michelle Abene said. “They're
constantly hearing art terms from us and many have been to museums, so that makes it
easier for us.”

Sometimes the docents have to be taught, too.

“Right now we're teaching our docents about digital photography art so they can teach kids
on Chromebooks,” Abene said. “We’re teaching them how to manipulate photos. For
example, say vou have a photo of a bridge. They learn to use certain features to make it
look cold or warm and to invoke an emotion.”

The docents are also collaborating on STEAM: the science, technology, engineering, art and
mathematics initiative.

“The fourth-graders are learning fractions,” docent Stacey Closser said. “Since our faces are
mathematical, we teach face geometry by dividing the face into thirds. We also teach them
how to draw a face at the same time.”

Another exercise involves measurement: Did you know the distance between your eyes is
the same as the width of your eyes?

“We have them measure it with a ruler,” Abene said.

Van Hart, meantime, will be repeating her art lesson on March 17 at Lexington Elementary
School. She goes to Blossom Hill on March 27 and Daves Avenue on April 11.

Visit artdocents.com for more information.
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Purdy: Time to help out a Little
League that needs cheering up

ase. Let’s not even think about stopping any of
the games in this place. For any reason. By
now, most everybody in town knows about
Frank Mavarro, the president and driving force

of the Eastridge Little League organization. He

was stabbed and killed last Saturday night
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downtown bar. In a...
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wish were in the WikiLeaks
document dump

Because | know that my readers are
sophisticated people with varied interests they
have certainly been following the news about
WikiLeaks and this week's document dump. It
seems the Wikileakers (or whatever they're
called) have released thousands more words
about how the CIA operates and obtains
important information, such as how Charles
Barkley's mouth has a high-tech ability to
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Pizza and sibling rivalry
motivates family of wrestlers

The name Olmos has become synonymous with
wrestling at Lincoln High School in recent
years. Sisters Haven and Mia Olmos recently
pulled off an impressive sister act at the
Central Coast Section Championships, each
winning their respective weight class and
continuing a family tradition that started
nearly ten years ago with one of their older
sisters.
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Milpitas: Campaigns to defeat
Measure L spent almost $235,000
in failed effort

The Yes on L campaign, which won the
election, spent only $20,390.
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