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If anyone was looking for Holly
Van Hart on Christmas Day,
she could be found in the stu-
dio of her Saratoga home “paint-
ing up a storm.”

Fresh from placing first in the
Triton Museum of Art's 2013
statewide painting competi-
tion, Van Hart has been busy

| preparing for a series of exhibi-
tions this year,

“Thave agoodidea ofhowmany
| works I need. I just have to work
hard at creating good works,"
Van Hart said just weeks after
a reception where she was an-
nounced as one of two first-place
winners in the Triton competi-
tion for her 30-by-40-inch paint-
ing Possibilities Abound, Along

with the work of fellow: first-
place winner Cuong Nguyen of
San Jose, Van Hart's painting,
depicting a nest cradling three
egrgs, was tops among 92 works

for exhibition from more than
1,000 entries.

Van Hart and Nguyen's prize
is an exhibition at Triton in No-
vember, For that, Van Hart is
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Saratoga resident Holly Van Hart poses with ‘Possibilities Abound,’ the work that won her the Triton Museum of Art’s 2013
Statewide Painting Competition.

Saratoga artist takes first place in contest

building on the theme of Pos-
sibilities Abound, one of several
abstract nest paintings she has
all over her home.

For Van Hart, it's the sym-

that were ultimately selected | holism that draws her to the
i mb_]ect. matter, Nests, she said,

| represent our homes, and egps
stand for lives yet to be hatched
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T was a high-tech sales.
operations director for many
years. I had a really good ]ob

and it was fun, but thzs is

Sfunner’
—Holly Van Hart

It's a decision she has
not , she said.

workmgl. as a hobby I
dmngart,dmwing,
watercolor, acrylics and
then oil," she said. “T al-
mgs[likeditasahobby
passionate aboat it. When
1 ht the time was

right, I switched to doing
it full time.”

regretted i
“The whole time [T was

got more and more |-

. | Warburton Ave.,

named her as its artist of

through Feb. 2. The Tri-
ton Museum is at 1505
in
Santa Clara.




