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Introduction 

Shopping for original art should be easy, exciting, and fun.  Original art transforms and 

personalizes our homes and workspaces, and can bring deep happiness and satisfaction every 

time you look at it.   

But why does it seem tricky to shop for?  Why is there so much mystery and worry involved? 

Whether you own 100 pieces of artwork or are about to shop for your first one, this ColleĐtoƌ͛s 
Guide to Buying Direct from an Artist is intended to de-mystify the process.  

This guide includes advice on shopping for original paintings that are sold directly by artists, 

typically priced at less than $10,000.  It does not include advice on reproductions, art other 

than paintings (sculpture, drawing, ceramics, etc), or buying through galleries, dealers or at 

auction.  Also, commissioned work is not included. 

This guide represents my personal view on the shopping and buying experience.  Others may 

agree or differ, but this is my best advice to you on the subject. 

Five Things You Must Do When Purchasing a Painting 

#1  FALL IN LOVE WITH THE ART 

Falling in love with a piece of art is like falling in love with a boyfriend or girlfriend or (because 

we often use the word more loosely) a car or sweater or necklace.  You know it when you see it 

aŶd ǁheŶ Ǉou feel it.  The ǁoƌks speaks to Ǉou iŶ soŵe deep ǁaǇ.  Whetheƌ it͛s the suďjeĐt, 
colors, scale, design, idea, or feeling, it catches your attention and keeps it.   

EaĐh of us falls iŶ loǀe iŶ a diffeƌeŶt ǁaǇ. You ŵight ďe a ͚fall haƌd fast͛ kiŶd of gal, oƌ a ͚let͛s Ŷot 
ƌush iŶto thiŶgs͛ kiŶd of guǇ.  Do ǁhat suits Ǉou ďest . . . Ǉou ĐaŶ deĐide to purchase a piece 

right then and there, or pause for further reflection, research, and visits just to be sure. 

#2  ASSESS THE PRICE 

Do a quick reality check . . . what is the all-up price, including tax, shipping, and (if needed) 

framing?  Can you afford to purchase this painting?   

If yes, great.  If not, there are options . . . First, ask the artist if you can use a lay-away plan; or, 

you could consider using a credit card and making payments over time.  Some artists will rent 
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their work.  Another option would be to look for a similar but smaller work from the same 

artist.   

Is the painting offered at a fair price?  This is a tough one, as art pricing can be subjective.  But 

there is such a thing as a fair market value; the 3 main determinants of market value are size of 

the painting, credentials of the artist, and media (oil, watercolor, etc). 

1 – Size of the painting.  Bigger paintings cost more, smaller paintings cost less.  Some 

artists even price by the square inch.  But most likely the artist has done the math and can show 

you a price sheet by size. 

2 - Credentials of the artist.  Ask to see the aƌtist͛s ͚ďio͛ ;ƌesuŵeͿ.  The ŵoƌe ĐƌedeŶtials the 
artist has, the higher the price of their work.  Look for the following: 

- Affiliations with art societies 

- Awards  

- Art degrees, coursework, and/or workshops taken with master painters 

- Aƌtist͛s teaĐhiŶg eǆpeƌieŶĐe 

- Museum exhibits  

- Gallery representation 

 

The longer the list of credentials, and the more prestigious the institutions (museums, 

galleries, universities), the higher the price. 

3 - Media.  Oil paiŶtiŶgs aƌe ǀieǁed as the ͚gold staŶdaƌd͛ foƌ paiŶtiŶg aŶd teŶd to ďe pƌiĐed 
the highest.  Price-wise, oils are followed by acrylic and mixed media paintings on canvas, then 

by works on paper (acrylic, watercolor, and other media). 

Be sure the work is original.  If you have any doubts whatsoever about whether the work is a 

unique, original painting (one-of-a-kind and painted by hand by the artist) or a mechanically-

Đƌeated ƌepƌoduĐtioŶ oƌ pƌiŶt, ďe suƌe to ask.  It͛s not always easy to tell.  A few artists even use 

a ďleŶd of the tǁo ;foƌ eǆaŵple, applǇiŶg paiŶts oǀeƌ pƌiŶts oƌ photosͿ, so doŶ͛t ďe 
embarrassed by the question.   

OƌigiŶal aƌt Đosts ŵoƌe thaŶ ƌepƌoduĐtioŶs, aŶd it͛s iŵpoƌtaŶt to kŶoǁ Ǉou͛ƌe gettiŶg the ƌeal 

thing.  It͛s fine to buy reproductions too, but not at original art prices. 

Ask the artist.  Foƌ higheƌ pƌiĐed ǁoƌks, Ǉou ŵaǇ ǁaŶt to ask the aƌtist ͚Hoǁ ŵaŶǇ paiŶtiŶgs 
haǀe Ǉou sold at this pƌiĐe?͛ oƌ ͚Hoǁ did Ǉou estaďlish this pƌiĐe?͛ DiƌeĐt Ƌuestions like these 

might catch the artist a bit off-guard, but they are fair questions.   
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MaŶǇ aƌtists post pƌiĐe lists oŶ theiƌ ǁeďsites, so Ǉou ĐaŶ do soŵe ͚Đoŵpaƌe aŶd ĐoŶtƌast͛ 
research online.   

#3  IF NEEDED, NEGOTIATE  

Most artists cannot earn a living wage from sales of their art. This is a fact.  If the painting 

seems priced fairly, and you can afford it, it helps the artist when you pay the asking price. 

If the paiŶtiŶg is pƌiĐed higheƌ thaŶ ŵaƌket ǀalue, oƌ if Ǉou ĐaŶ͛t affoƌd to puƌĐhase it ;oƌ staƌt a 

lay-away or rent it), then by all means negotiate.  

Some artists are willing to consider lower prices, others are not.  As long as both parties discuss 

the price in good faith and with respect, then the result will be amicable.  The negotiation may 

not result in a sale, but good-will can be established and perhaps the perfect piece can be 

purchased at a later date. 

On a related note . . . Be sure to get a receipt for your purchase.  (A receipt would come in 

handy later if you ever decided to sell or have your painting appƌaised.Ϳ  AŶd ǁhetheƌ Ǉou͛ƌe 
buying a painting online or in person, be sure to understand the return policy.  You can ask a 

siŵple ƋuestioŶ like ͞I doŶ͛t aŶtiĐipate aŶǇ ƌeasoŶ foƌ ƌetuƌŶiŶg this ďeautiful paiŶtiŶg, ďut just 
in case . . . ǁhat is Ǉouƌ ƌetuƌŶ poliĐǇ?͟ 

#4  GET TO KNOW THE ARTIST 

While Ŷot ϭϬϬ% esseŶtial, Ǉou͛ll get so ŵuĐh ŵoƌe eŶjoǇŵeŶt fƌoŵ the aƌt when you have met 

or spoken with the artist that I recommend doing so.   

While you are shopping, Ǉou͛ll haǀe the aƌtist͛s full attention.  Take advantage of this 

opportunity to connect with the artist and learn about their painting process and the story 

ďehiŶd Ǉouƌ paiŶtiŶg.  You ĐaŶ do this iŶ peƌsoŶ, oƌ if Ǉou͛ƌe Ŷot iŶ the saŵe loĐale, ďǇ phoŶe, 
Skype, or email. 

Typical questions are: 

- Where are you from? 

- Tell me about your painting process.  What makes it unique? 

- What is the story behind this painting? 

If Ǉou haǀe the oppoƌtuŶitǇ aŶd tiŵe, ǀisitiŶg the aƌtist͛s studio is aŶ eǆĐelleŶt ǁaǇ to soak up 
even more info about the art. 
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It͛s also a gƌeat idea to peƌuse the aƌtist͛s ǁeďsite, iŶĐludiŶg the ďio/ƌesuŵe aŶd aƌtist͛s 
stateŵeŶt.  The aƌtist͛s stateŵeŶt is tǇpiĐallǇ a feǁ paƌagƌaphs loŶg aŶd giǀes iŶsight iŶto the 
current series of work.  Some artists use a lot of confusing art-speak in their written materials; 

doŶ͛t ǁoƌƌǇ if Ǉou doŶ͛t uŶdeƌstaŶd it, ŵost of the ƌest of us doŶ͛t eitheƌ.   

#5  GET THE ARTIST’S ADVICE – FRAMING, HANGING, CARE 

Ask the artist for advice on these things: 

Is a frame optional, or do you recommend framing this painting?  What type of frame looks 

best?  Any recommendations for a framing shop? 

How do I hang this painting? 

How do I care for this painting? 

 

Three Things to Avoid 

#1 DO NOT BUY ART AS A FINANCIAL INVESTMENT 

If Ǉou͛ƌe lookiŶg to ŵake ŵoŶeǇ, iŶǀest in the stock market or real estate or in your own 

ďusiŶess.  If Ǉou͛ƌe ĐoŶǀiŶĐed Ǉou ĐaŶ eaƌŶ ŵoŶeǇ fƌoŵ aƌt, theŶ ŵǇ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶdatioŶ is to 
work with an art dealer.   

If Ǉou͛ƌe ďuǇiŶg aƌt diƌeĐt fƌoŵ aŶ aƌtist iŶ the pƌiĐe ƌaŶge ĐoŶsideƌed heƌe ;$10,000 or lessͿ, it͛s 
ďest if Ǉou͛ƌe seekiŶg the puƌe eŶjoǇŵeŶt of oǁŶiŶg a pieĐe of oƌigiŶal aƌt.  If Ǉou aƌe luĐkǇ, the 
aƌtist͛s Đaƌeeƌ ǁill ďlossoŵ aŶd the ǀalue of Ǉouƌ iŶǀestŵeŶt ǁill go up.  Whetheƌ this happeŶs 
or not, you cannot assume there is a secondary market for resale of your purchase.   

#2  DO NOT SETTLE FOR SOMETHING LESS THAN GREAT   

Be sure to hold out for a painting that speaks to you.  If you enjoy shopping for art and talking 

with artists, then go ahead, shop around at art festivals, art school shows, open studio tours, 

and on artists websites.  Take your time and look at a lot of art.  You will find something you 

love.   

DoŶ͛t settle foƌ soŵethiŶg ďeĐause it ŵatĐhes Ǉouƌ fuƌŶituƌe oƌ ďeĐause it seeŵs like a good 
value.  There is a lot of excellent art available.  With some legwork you will find the perfect 

piece. 
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#3  DO NOT WALK AWAY FROM A PAINTING YOU LOVE 

 

If you find a man you love, marry him.  If you find a painting you love, buy it.   

OŶĐe Ǉou͛ƌe Đoŵfoƌtaďle ǁith the aƌtist aŶd the pƌiĐiŶg, take the pluŶge aŶd ďuǇ Ǉouƌ paiŶtiŶg.  
For less than the price of most vacations and even most television sets, you can experience a 

lifetime of enjoyment from a piece of original art. 

When art collectors are asked about regrets, there are rarely regrets about paintings they 

puƌĐhased.  But theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ ƌegƌets aďout the ͚oŶe that got aǁaǇ͛.  DoŶ͛t let this happeŶ to 
you. 

If Ǉou͛ƌe ǁoƌƌied aďout ǁhat otheƌ people thiŶk aďout Ǉouƌ ĐhoiĐe, doŶ͛t be.  The appreciation 

of aƌt ǁill alǁaǇs ďe suďjeĐtiǀe.  No oŶe pieĐe of aƌt ŵakes eǀeƌǇoŶe sǁooŶ.  You͛ǀe doŶe Ǉouƌ 
hoŵeǁoƌk aŶd ĐaŶ ƌeap the ƌeǁaƌds.  ‘ead ŵoƌe iŶ the ͞EŶjoǇ Ǉouƌ paiŶtiŶg ǁith otheƌs͟ 
section of this guide.  

Enjoy Your Painting to the Max, Forever 

LookiŶg iŶto the futuƌe . . . Ǉou͛ǀe falleŶ iŶ loǀe ǁith a paiŶtiŶg, ŵet the aƌtist, leaƌŶed the stoƌǇ 
behind the work, and purchased it.  Now what? 

#1 HANG YOUR PAINTING IN THE PERFECT SPOT 

It͛s Ǉouƌ hoŵe oƌ offiĐe aŶd Ǉou get to deĐide the peƌfeĐt spot foƌ Ǉouƌ Ŷeǁ paiŶtiŶg. If Ǉou͛d 
like to read advice and see sample photos from interior design professionals, click here. 

Follow the framing and hanging recommendations you received from the artist. 

Remember to hang your painting at eye level, so you can get maximum enjoyment from it.  

#2 ENJOY THE PAINTING ON YOUR OWN  

͞PaiŶtiŶgs ƌepaǇ the atteŶtioŶ theǇ aƌe giǀeŶ . . . the ŵoƌe Ǉou look, the ŵoƌe Ǉou feel.͟  - 
James Elkins (author) 

Every once in a while (or even every day), slow down, I mean really slow down, create a quiet 

moment for yourself, and look at the painting.  Let it take you away into another world or time.  

http://www.hollyvanhart.com/
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Look foƌ soŵethiŶg Ŷeǁ iŶ it Ǉou haǀeŶ͛t seeŶ ďefoƌe.  EŶteƌtaiŶ a Ŷeǁ iŶteƌpƌetatioŶ.  The 
more you look, the more you feel.  Let the painting work its magic and surprise you.   

#3 ENJOY THE PAINTING WITH OTHERS 

Aƌt peƌsoŶalizes Ǉouƌ spaĐe, aŶd Ǉou͛ll eŶjoǇ it even more by sharing it with others.   

Show the painting to your friends and family.  Talk with them about the artist, the meaning 

behind the work, and/or the reason you connected with it so strongly.  Even just a couple of 

sentences, stated clearly, will put your choice into context and help others appreciate the 

painting that much more. 

DoŶ͛t ǁoƌƌǇ ;eǀeŶ foƌ a seĐoŶdͿ ǁhetheƌ otheƌs like the paiŶtiŶg as ŵuĐh as Ǉou do.  The 
appƌeĐiatioŶ of aƌt is suďjeĐtiǀe, aŶd eǀeƌǇoŶe͛s taste is uŶiƋue.  ;ThiŶk of the multi-million-

dollaƌ ŵasteƌpieĐes Ǉou͛ǀe seeŶ iŶ ŵuseuŵs that Ǉou ǁouldŶ͛t ǁaŶt to haŶg oŶ Ǉouƌ oǁŶ 
walls.)  

#4 KEEP A CONNECTION WITH THE ARTIST 

Maintaining a connection with the artist will give added life to your painting, and deepen your 

appreciatioŶ of it oǀeƌ tiŵe.  Get oŶ the aƌtist͛s ŵailiŶg list, folloǁ the aƌtist oŶ FaĐeďook oƌ 
Google+, atteŶd a ƌeĐeptioŶ oƌ opeŶ studios eǀeŶt, aŶd iŶ geŶeƌal folloǁ the aƌtist͛s Đaƌeeƌ.  
You͛ll ďe glad Ǉou did. 

             

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Folloǁ the steps iŶ guide aŶd Ǉou͛ll ďe suƌe to ŵake the ƌight ĐhoiĐe ǁheŶ shopping for a 

paiŶtiŶg diƌeĐt fƌoŵ aŶ aƌtist.  You ŵaǇ loǀe the eǆpeƌieŶĐe so ŵuĐh Ǉou͛ll ǁaŶt to go out aŶd 
do it again (and again). 

Further Reading - If you really get the art bug, and are thinking of collecting many new pieces, I 

ƌeĐoŵŵeŶd ƌeadiŶg the ďook ͞The Aƌt of BuǇiŶg Aƌt͟ ďǇ Paige West.  If Ǉou͛d like aŶ iŶsideƌ͛s 
view into the world of dealers, auction houses, and high-eŶd ĐolleĐtoƌs, ͞The Value of Aƌt͟ ďǇ 
Michael Findlay is a fascinating read. 

I ǁish Ǉou all the ďest oŶ this path Ǉou͛ƌe tƌaǀeliŶg doǁŶ.  If Ǉou haǀe additioŶal ƋuestioŶs 
;ǁhetheƌ Ǉou͛ƌe ĐoŶsideƌiŶg a puƌĐhase of ŵǇ ǁoƌk oƌ aŶotheƌ aƌtist͛sͿ, please doŶ͛t hesitate to 
ask me at holly@hollyvanhart.com.  Suggestions for additional tips to include in this guide are 

always welcome. 
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About the Author 

Holly Van Hart is an award-winning artist based in the 

Silicon Valley, California. She paints abstract nature 

paintings that surprise us with unusual colors and 

textures, and ignite new excitement about a particular 

slice of nature.   

"My artwork has opened up new friendships with art 

enthusiasts and collectors from all over the world. These 

connections are a huge source of inspiration for me." 

- Holly Van Hart 

 

Click here to learn more 
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